A 68 year old man is transferred to the intensive care unit because of hypotension. An ultrasound of the heart and inferior vena cava (IVC) were performed ( Figure 1 ). There is no evidence of an intracardiac thrombus, elevated right sided heart pressures as seen with a massive pulmonary embolism, and the heart muscle is contracting vigorously not hypokinetic as seen with a cardiomyopathy.
There is no evidence of an intracardiac thrombus, elevated right sided heart pressures as seen with a massive pulmonary embolism, and the heart muscle is contracting vigorously not hypokinetic as seen with a cardiomyopathy.
The inferior vena cava is greater than 2 cm (normal 15-17 mm) and does not collapse with inspiration ( Figure 3) . 
